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"In Joppa, there was a disciple named Tabitha; she was always doing good and helping the poor." 

KRISTIN RECEIVES LOVE Q SUPPLIES FROM JOPPA 

CLIENT STORIES 

Born Into Addiction 

The insatiable need for drugs and alcohol seized Kristin from an early age. Her 

parents were drug addicts and criminals while she and her siblings were young. 

For her whole life, addiction ran wild. 

At 13, Kristin moved from Arkansas to Des Moines with her parents. Her 

two older brothers and father were in and out of prison, while she and her 

younger sister had to learn to live with an unstable mother. 

Kristin attended DMACC after high school, hoping to turn her life around. 

She earned an associate business degree while living with her mother and sister. 

Despite the tension at home, she landed a full-time job helping families in a 

temporary shelter. 

But the job didn't bring stability. Both Kristin and her younger sister became 

pregnant, and her mother continued to use drugs and bring strangers home. 

Kristin was trying to raise her new son, Logan, but lost custody of him because 

of their unsafe living conditions. Heartbroken, she got into a serious fight with 

her mother and left home with nowhere to sleep except a tent 

Kristin said she avoided shelters for her safety and sobriety. "When you're 

CONTINUED ... 

OUR MISSION 

To create communities of 

unconditional love, support 

and hope for the homeless 

as we work together to

end homelessness. 

CALENDARoFEVENTS 

MONTHLY VOLUNTOUR 

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
Each second Tuesday at Joppa 

SECOND SATURDAY WORKDAY 

9:00 AM - I :00 PM 
Each month at Joppa 

JOPPA ANNUAL GAL A 

November 7, 2025 

IOWA HOMELESS MEMORIAL 

December 21, 2025 

JOPPA CHRISTMAS CELEBRAT ION 

December 21, 2025 

HOMELESS SERVICES HOUSING DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION ADVOCACY 



Born Into Addiction, CONTINUED

not strong enough to say no to drugs and stuff, and someone [in a shelter] 

comes along and glorifies it; you can't say no because you're a drug addict," Kristin 

said. "All the progress you made is wasted ... you don't like yourself [even] more 

the next day.' ' 

"Joppa helped me get this tent because I didn't want to go back to the drug 

houses ... that would have been my only option," Kristin said. 

After being homeless for a couple of years, Kristin met her boyfriend, Jason, 

who had an apartment through Anawim. He let Kristin stay with him, but it 

violated his lease rules, and he was evicted.This started a downward spiral, and 

Jason ended up taking his own life in 2019. 

"He was my best friend. It wasn't the 

healthiest relationship, but he was still the 

only person I had. I lost myself and let 

him beat me, treat me like crap, take all 

my stuff," she explained. Kristin struggled 

greatly with grief over Jason and tried to 

kill the pain with substances. "I was always 

taught to get high and stay drunk. That's how you deal with things. That's what I 

did. And I don't want to do that anymore ... I don't want to live in a tent" 

While working through her grief, Kristin's Circle-of-Friends from Joppa 

helped her get on the right path. "Joppa makes me feel like I can breathe for a 

second. I don't have to get overwhelmed by things like water and something to 

eat ... It's the small things that make it a lot more bearable," said Kristin. 

She writes quotes on her tent to help her persevere, including, "Kristin, build 

a life that you don't have to regularly escape from," and "Let go and Let God!" 

Kristin is now housed and completely sober. She still comes to Joppa to 

seek help for her mother, who continues to struggle with 

drug addiction and homelessness. 

See the rest of Kristin's story- jop.pa/Kristin or scan: 

BECOME AN EVERYDAY ANGEL

Help homeless people every day of the year by setting up monthly giving! 

Joppa Everyday Angels contribute monthly to: 

• Help families and individuals get off the streets each week

• Educate and engage the community in working together to end homelessness

• Prepare to build the Joppa Village to help reduce chronic homelessness in Des Moines

Sign up at: Joppa.org/ Angels 

• JOPPA LIFTS FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS OFF THE STREETS EACH WEEK 

We Serve at Joppa 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

VOLUNTEERS: Michelle Smith and 

her son, Grant 

INVOLVEMENT: We started doing 

Aftercare in 20 I O and then Outreach. 

Now, we support those teams with 

hospitalrty on Sundays. Michelle also 

ensures clients receive birthday cards, 

and Grant sorts donations. 

BACKGROUND: My husband and I 

were introduced to Joppa through a 

member of our church's small group. 

DRIVING PASSION:We love that 

Joppa reaches out to people with 

compassion and no judgment We 

meet people where they are, see them, 

listen to them and help them. 

o N MY OWN: The stories we've heard

have humbled me and opened my eyes 

to the many faces of homelessness. 

Joppa is one way we can give back. 

everyday 
angels 

Matthew 25:35-40 

• WITH YOUR SUPPORT, OVER 700 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN LIFTED OFF OUR STREETS

• MORE THAN 80% OF THESE MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN REMAIN IN HOUSING TODAY

• JOPPA HELPED NEARLY 600 PEOPLE SURVIVE AND STAY WARM THIS WINTER 



PRAY GIVE VOLUNTEER 

SPRING
FORWARD

DONATE 



858 Design 

BSB Design is one of the nation's largest residential architectural and design 

firms. Founded by Jack Bloodgood in Des Moines in 1966, BSB is a team of 

world-class architects, designers, engineers, planners and technical staff who 

design beautiful neighborhoods and communities for developers. 

BSB has provided Joppa services pro bono from the beginning, helping 

design our very first tiny homes and Joppa Village site plans. Since then, 

they have designed all our permanent Cottage Homes and site plans and 

have become integral to our development team. 

CEO and President Dan Swift said, "BSB has a history of 

philanthropy ... with housing-related needs worldwide." He shared, "I 

believe in God with all my heart, and we've all been blessed with these 

talents, and we're supposed to use them. So, the opportunity to use them 

with Joppa has been great." 

Director of Marketing Steve Krob attends public meetings with 

neighborhoods, the Des Moines Planning & Zoning Commission and the 

City Council to help answer questions regarding the village and its design. 

He said, "We're there as a firm supporting Joppa and the Joppa Village 

initiative." BSB Design believes everyone deserves the quality of a home 

designed by an architect and is helping make that dream come true for our 

homeless neighbors in Des Moines. 

GIVE: VOLUNTEER: DONATE: 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Your generous contributions provide critical 

funds to lift families and individuals off our 

streets each week: 

• Helped 9 I people off streets last year

• Awarded Candid GuideStar Platinum

Transparency Seal six consecutive years

• No federal or state funding

• Joppa is a 50 I (c)3 nonprofit

• All gifts are tax-deductible to the

fullest extent of the law

GIVE ONLINE OR MAIL TO: 

Joppa 

2326 Euclid Avenue 

Des Moines, IA 50310 

Platinum 
Transparency 

2025 

Candid. 

joppa.org/ giving -

Volunteer opportunities are available 

for groups, families and individuals, including: 

• Cook meals for outreach

• Work in the resource center

• Help keep our facilities clean

• Do outreach or aftercare

• Sort donations

• Work in our thrift store

• Help plan events

• Join a Second Saturday Workday

BECOME A VOLUNTEER: 

We depend on volunteers like you! 

Sign up at joppa.org to attend a 

Volun TOUR or email to learn more. 

Email: volunteer@joppa.org 

Provide survival items & Thriftmart goods: 

• Home goods & home decor

• Clothing, shoes & accessories

• Bottled water (2 4 oz) & bug spray

• Pop-top canned goods & meats

• TP, paper towels & antibiotic cream

• Cleaners, laundry & dish soap

• Blankets, sleeping bags & pillows

• Backpacks, headlamps & MA Batts

• Premium goods Joppa can sell online

BRING SUPPLIES TO JOPPA: 

Monday - Friday, I 0:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

2326 Euclid Avenue, Des Moines 

Or call (515) 288-5699, Ext. 3 

Thank you for your generosity! 

"He was my best friend. It wasn't the healthiest relationship, but he was still the only person I had. 

I lost myself and let him beat me, treat me like crap, take all my stuff. .. " 

- Kristin (see cover story)



Tiny Home Village Update 

Phase 1 

EE:! Unit 192 - 3 units 

� Unit 240 - 14 units 

� Unit 312 - 4 units 

...::... Unit 384 - 3 units 

0 Unit 692 - 2 units 

8 Unit 812 - 1 unit 

27 units 

Phase 2 
l±I.:l Unit 192 - 3 units 

.:.;J Unit 240 - 18 units 

::;:J Unit 312 - 3 units 

-=J Unit 384 - 2 units 

I -½ Unit 692 - 1 units 

27 units 

Joppa continues to make positive strides toward the Joppa Village, which is based on a proven model 

for providing permanent homes for chronically homeless individuals. The Joppa Village will replicate the 

Community First.! Village in Austin,Texas - a highly successful village neighborhood with nearly 500 formerly 

homeless residents. 

The Des Moines Planning and Zoning Commission overwhelmingly recommended rezoning the village 

land in January. T his came after Joppa staff and board members visited with our neighbors bordering our 

village property and conducted public information meetings, surveys and engagement opportunities with 

the local neighborhood associations and the general public. Joppa will take its rezoning request to the Des 

Moines City Council for a vote once the city resolves some internal issues and we have enough votes. 

Our development team includes BSB Design, Simonson & Associates, Snyder & Associates and others. 

The project is being led by Joppa board member Jim Hagberg, CEO of Blackstone Industrial Services and 

Vernon Delpesce, who oversaw the development of the thriving YMCA supportive housing campus. 

Tim Urban and other Joppa advisors have also worked closely with our team. 

Permanent Joppa Village "Cottage Homes" will range in size from 192-384 square feet and vary in rent 

costs based on size and amenities. Joppa is proud that our project will save taxpayers nearly three million 

dollars each year7
, while offering support programs, job opportunities and transportation for village residents. 

1 Homeless Action Plan for Des Moines & Polk County, 2009, adjusted for inflation 

JOPPA ENGAGES THE COMMUNITY TO GIVE THEIR TIME, TREASURES AND TALENTS. WE WORK TOGETHER TO 

HELP PEOPLE ACCESS RESOURCES AND Fl LL GAPS IN HOMELESS SERVICES, HOUSING AND EDUCATION. 
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